
WELCOMING BACK CAMBRIDGE, GRADE 12 AND GRADE 7 STUDENTS TO CAMPUS 
ON 1 JUNE 2020 
 
While Somerset College would like to welcome all learners back on campus as soon as 
possible, parents are not obliged to send their children back to campus for the remainder of 
the second term. Somerset College will, for the rest of term, continue to offer online classes 
and exams in addition to face to face tuition and assessments for Grade 7s, Grade 12s and 
Cambridge students. Great care has been taken to ensure compliance with the relevant 
health and safety protocols before opening the campus and this will be continued. However, 
it needs to be recognised that going back to campus is not without its risks, many of which 
are not in the control of the College, and parents will need to consider these in making their 
decision on whether to send their children back to school. 
 
Somerset College relies on both parents and students to fulfil their part in a safe return. By 
letting your child return to campus, parents have agreed to complying with the 
responsibilities that pertain to them as parents. 
 
In preparation for the return to campus of the Grade 7, Grade 12 and Cambridge students on 
Monday 1 June, the following protocols and procedures must be taken into consideration to 
make a safe return to campus possible.  
 

PREPARATION OF THE CAMPUS 
Intensive and thorough preparation of the campus has been undertaken in order to ensure 
that stringent cleaning and the necessary hygiene protocols are in place, and that staff are 
adequately trained. In particular: 
 
  *   the venues have been thoroughly sanitised 
  *   desks have been spaced to enable social distancing 
  *   markings have been placed on the ground to reinforce social distancing 
  *   the classrooms are equipped with paper towels and hand sanitiser 
  *   venues will be properly ventilated to ensure maximum airflow 
  *   all staff will receive masks and will be required to wear them throughout the day 
  *   staff have been trained in social distancing protocols 
  *   sufficient infrared thermometers are available to conduct regular temperature testing 
  *   information posters have been placed throughout the campus and the school informing  
      everyone on campus of appropriate hygiene expectations 
  *   97 automatic hand sanitiser units are placed throughout the campus, in addition to the  
      normal, soap-based hand washing units in every bathroom 
  *   two sanitiser bottles are provided per classroom or office space 
  *   venues will be cleaned, to the required standard, on a regular basis 
  *   our Covid-19 compliance team has developed a detailed checklist which assists in the  
      ongoing monitoring of the required protocols and procedures 
  *   an independent inspection by Safe Working Practice has declared the campus ready for  
      the resumption of classes. 
 

STUDENT PROTOCOLS 
A comprehensive video has been developed to inform all students of the procedures with 
which they will need to comply when returning to campus. In addition, we wish to highlight 
the following points: 
  *   you should screen your children before leaving home and should not come to the  
      campus if anyone in your household displays any unusual symptoms 
  *   students may wear civvies or their uniform to school until otherwise advised 



  *   students must wear their own masks and should also bring their own sanitiser to school 
  *   no one without a mask will be allowed access to the campus 
  *   if students do not have sufficient of their own masks, these can be purchased from the  
      college shop 
  *   students will be asked to complete a formal symptom check prior to admittance and the 
      temperature of every student in the vehicle will be taken at the gate before access is  
      granted. Should an individual's temperature exceed 37.9 degrees, none of the vehicle's 
      occupants will be permitted to enter the campus 
  *   only students may leave the vehicle at the relevant drop-off areas; parents are asked 
       not to leave their vehicles at any time whilst in the school grounds 
  *   students are required to wash their hands regularly throughout the day, to maintain 
      social distancing, to wear their masks all day and to practise appropriate hygiene habits 
  *   temperature and symptom checks will be conducted throughout the day, and any  
      student who is not feeling well will be directed to an isolation room in the ESTEAM  
      building and will be required to be collected as soon as possible 
  *   once again, when students are collected, parents are asked not to leave their vehicles 
  *   clothing and masks should be washed (at 60 degrees centigrade) and ironed daily 
  *   during tea and lunch breaks, students will be encouraged to go outside and spend time    
      with their friends but will be required to observe standard social distancing protocols 
 
GRADE 7 STUDENTS 
Upon their return, the Grade 7 classes will utilise the facilities in the Vineyard Block. 
 
GRADE 12 STUDENTS 
The Matric students will be returning to write their remaining exams in the Boonzaier Hall. 
They are requested not to use the cloakrooms in the Hall foyer or in the Vineyard Block. All 
other surrounding ablution facilities will be available. 
 
CAMBRIDGE STUDENTS 
These students will use their usual classrooms as per their timetable. 
 
BOARDING 
We strongly advise that those returning to boarding should remain in boarding and on 
campus for the remainder of the term. Parents will be able to visit but this will be arranged 
with the respective Heads of Boarding and will take place on campus. Boarders will be 
carefully screened before being allowed to return and will need to follow strict guidelines 
around mask wearing, hand sanitizing and social distancing in the boarding houses and 
when moving to venues on campus such as the dining hall and classrooms. Boarders will 
also be checked for symptoms on several occasions during the course of every day. 
 


